
2026 COA Convention Bourse Rules and Guidelines

1. [bookmark: _Hlk142124049]Participating dealers must be members in good standing of Conchologists of America for the years 2025 (due by December 31, 2025) and 2026.  2026 membership must be paid before registering for the 2026 Bourse.  
2. Dealers must register and pay for the convention at the same time they apply for tables. Dealers agree to abide by applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations. They must also agree to fill out and submit all sales tax paperwork. All sales at the convention are subject to a 7.00% Florida State Sales Tax. Dealers not yet registered in Florida should do so online at: https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/taxesfee/Pages/sales_tax.aspx, click on General Tax. Under “Registering a Business”, click on “Account Registration,” then “Florida Business Tax Application.” Create your application and follow the instructions. 
3. Space will be assigned at the discretion of the Bourse Chair on a first come, first serve basis upon receipt of 1) the Convention Registration Form fully completed, 2) completed Bourse Agreement, 3) payment in full, and 4) confirmation by the COA Membership Chairperson that the appropriate dues have been paid (see #1 above). 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk206943937]Applications should be received no later than May 4, 2026. Each dealer is allowed to reserve a maximum of 5 tables. Each table is 8 feet long X 30 inches wide. Requests for additional tables will be considered on space availability after May 10, 2026. Upon approval of additional tables, immediate payment must be sent to the COA Convention Registrar, Linda Powers, COA Membership Director, P.O. Box 201, Englewood, FL  34295-0201. Notification of extra tables will be via email.
5. Booth tables are $125.00. Tables will be covered to the floor. Electricity will be provided at a one-time charge of $ 50.  Within booths, power strips, extension cords, lighting, etc., are the responsibility of the dealer but are subject to inspection and approval by the Fire Marshall.  Extension cords must be 14-gauge or heavier.
6. If tables are shared, dealers at those shared tables must be registered, and each of the dealers must sign a Bourse Agreement Form. Bourse Agreements are not transferable. If you must cancel, it is then your responsibility to notify the Convention Registrar by April 30, 2026, to qualify for a full refund. No refunds will be issued after April 30, 2026.
7. Bourse dealers and assistants will receive a special name badge in their dealer packet at the time they pick up their convention information packet. No one will be permitted on the floor of the Bourse during setup or take-down unless wearing this special name badge. This badge must also be worn during the hours of the Bourse.
8. Each dealer may add up to two formal assistants who must be named on the Bourse Agreement Form.  If these assistants are already registered for the Convention, there is no additional charge. For non-registered assistants, there is a registration fee of $50 per day per assistant for each bourse day.
9. Bourse set up will be on Friday, June 12, 2026, from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. There is direct access to the Bourse rooms on the south side (parking lot side of the hotel). The Bourse will be secured at night, and no one will be allowed to enter without the express permission of the Bourse Chair.  All dealers’ displays should remain open on both days of the bourse.
10. Dealers must remove all inventory by 8:00 PM on Saturday, June 13, 2026.
11. COA does not guarantee sales at the Bourse but will do its best to promote this event and provide a forum for each dealer to sell their inventory. The Bourse is scheduled for Friday, June 12, 2026, from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM and Saturday, June 13, 2026, from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
12. Due to fire safety regulations and the Americans with Disability Act, tables may not be moved or rearranged without the expressed consent of the Bourse Chair. Dealers are allowed to bring in one small table for logistics and packaging.
13. Shells must be sold from tables or space otherwise purchased from COA. It is recommended that specimen shells each have a data slip including the scientific name of the specimen, location, date collected, and price of the specimen. Dealers are encouraged to be vigilant and protect expensive items on their tables.
14. A water station will be available during both days of the Bourse.
15. Lunches will be available for purchase both days of the Bourse. Details will be available closer to the convention.
16. The Bourse floor will be secured after the Bourse closes on Friday until it reopens the following morning. Please cover your inventory at night and remove any expensive shells to help deter the chances of theft.
17. COA requires all dealers to fully comply with all government rules regarding protected biota.
18. Dealers may elect to use electronic surveillance of their tables if desired, but must secure permission from the Bourse Chair before doing so to ensure conformity with the rules of the state and host facility.  Dealers using electronic surveillance must place a conspicuous sign on their tables indicating this.

Bourse Chair:  Bruce Paulsen, brucepaulsen@hotmail.com  941-375-8158.

Dealer Courtesies Guideline:  Bourse setup is a hectic time, and different dealers have different time requirements and processes to that end. Please refrain from approaching fellow dealers to shop at their tables during the busiest times when they are actively setting up in preparation for the Bourse. Once dealers have completed their Bourse setup, it is then a more appropriate time for dealers who wish to buy/sell/trade with other dealers, and they may feel free to do so before the Bourse opening. Please remember to be courteous to each other by asking if a dealer is ready to begin doing business before browsing and/or shopping at their tables. Dealers who do not want to engage in selling before the Bourse opening may consider placing a conspicuous sign on their tables to this effect.

